FOUNDATIONS OF BRITISH PATRIOTISM

men ", and in prose as " the land of liberty and courage
and peace ; the land trustworthy and long approved;
the central orb to which as a fountain the nations of
the earth ought to repair and in their golden urns find
light".

This is no doubt the language of a genius and a
visionary, but the fact that British patriotism could rise
to the height of glorying in its strength to save others,
and to maintain other liberties than its own, surely
registers an upward stage in the march of human progress,
however far, at times, the reality may have lagged behind
the ideal, and however dangerous may have been the
potentialities of this same popular nationalism whose
cause John Bull embraced as that of liberty.
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